Chapter 2:  Europeans Encounter the New World, 1492-1600
Reconqista
Protestant Reformation/Counter-Reformation

Commercial Capitalism

Columbus

Tainos

Magellan/Philippines

Hernan Cortes

Moctezuma/Tenochtitlan

New Spain

Mercantilism

Columbian Exchange

Chocolate (56-57)

Why do the authors share a great deal of information about developments in the Mediterranean era, long before people from this area found the Americas?  (34-37)

Describe some of the trends in Medieval Europe and Early Modern Europe.  How would these developments help set the stage for the history that would follow?  (37-41)

Explain how technological innovations played a key role in fifteenth century sea travel.  (41-43)

What was Columbus hoping to find on his journey?  Why was the Spanish Queen disappointed? 
Explain:  “Without realizing what they had done, explorers like Columbus and Cabral had initiated a revolution...”  (44)   
Describe the interactions between Spanish and Portuguese explorers and the native peoples they met.  Why were some Catholic clerics outraged by events in the Americas?  (45-47)
How did Cortes manage to conquer the Aztecs in 1521?  Why was this event so significant?  (47)

Describe some key developments in the Viceroyalty of New Spain in the 1500s.  What did the Spanish hope to gain?  (48-50)
Describe the Spanish experience in Florida and New Mexico.  (50-52)
Why did France and England find it especially difficult to establish colonies in the 1500s?  (52-55)

Describe the experience of the Spanish in the Chesapeake area.  Why is the account of Paquinquineo help us understand the bigger picture of what was going on in this era?  (53-54)

Explain how European diseases, and other biological disruptions, devastated the indigenous people of the Americas.  (56, 58)
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The Taino people of the Caribbean as Columbus might have seen them.
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Cortes meets the Mexica leader Montezuma.  Malintzin (also called La Malinche) interprets.


The Colombian Exchange
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Portrait of Martin Luther by Lucas Cranach, 1529.
Why is a German theologian important to American history?
